
The Maurice Rush Foundation is a 501c3 organization with the mission to fuel constant
encouragement and empowerment to those connected to Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Our
specific and dedicated focus lives in the knowledge that in order to reach the child/individual
with Autism, WE MUST Reach, Teach, and Emphasize the intentional wellness of the
parent/caregiver. When the parent/caregiver is well, the child/individual can truly benefit in what
they are entitled and eligible to receive.

Since our inception we have been able to create awareness around Autism in exciting and
unique ways, including our team walks for Autism (in partnership with AutismSpeaks, Inc);
providing sensory tools and resources to schools in the community serving autistic individuals,
fun community resource events to provide sensory fun, ASD resources, and free haircuts for
those on the spectrum; Holiday Giveaways to Families on the spectrum that have included gifts
of iPads, retail and grocery gift cards, weighted blankets, wearable GPS tracking devices, CBD
oil and bath bombs, cleaning service vouchers, massage service vouchers, Autism themed
Children’s books, and more! In addition, a community workshop/webinar, as well as starting a
weekly virtual parent support group for parents of children on the Autism spectrum, also known
as “Au-Parents Need[.]”

Our  “Au-Parents Need[.]” Virtual Parent Support Groups cater to Parents/Caregivers of
individuals with ASD (regardless of residence). “A group where Autism parents can talk about
what they need to.” The groups function under the auspices of The Maurice Rush Foundation
and are held every Wednesday at 8pm CT/9pm ET. Groups are therapeutic in nature and
welcome an array of topics to be discussed, as well as various professional speakers for
meaningful conversations that yield learning to both the parent AND speaker. Parents can sign
up via www.mrushfoundation.org or www.auparentsneed.com to gain access to group
membership. Parents can also send a direct message via our Facebook/Instagram social media
platforms at @mrushfoundation.

The support groups are held/hosted by The Maurice Rush Foundation’s CEO/Founder--
Jasmine Poole BSN, RN, M.S.Ed. who came up with the idea of a virtual support group 3 years
ago. Jasmine, is the mother of Maurice “Rece” Rush, an energetic and joyous  11-year-old boy
diagnosed with Autism at the age of 2, Intellectual disability at the age of 8, and currently
dependent on Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). As both a parent and a
professional, Jasmine is very passionate about what she does. Jasmine has worked as a
Neurology and Neurosurgery Registered Nurse at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania,
Pediatric RN at The Children’s Hospital Of Philadelphia, Community Health Educator and
Clinical Research Nurse Coordinator at  Wills Eye Hospital and Jefferson Hospital for
Neuroscience. She is the Author of the Children's book "Rece Wants Cereal" (a book about a
non-verbal boy with Autism). She has also served as a United States Ambassador, facilitating a
week long workshop on Autism and Autism Inclusion in Africa and currently sits on the
advisory board for the Parent Empowerment and Coaching In Early Intervention (PEACE)
project.


