PHILADELPHIA
AUTISM PROJECT
SEED AWARD INITIATIVE
FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Does my organization have to be a non-profit?
No, we welcome applications from individuals, schools,
provider agencies, and all organizations who want to
engage with the Philadelphia autism community.

Can I apply for more than one grant?
Yes, we welcome multiple submissions from applicants.
However, only one grant will be awarded per applicant.

Can grant funds be utilized for staffing costs/salaries?
Using grant funds for staffing costs is generally discouraged.
Proposals that do not use funding towards salaries will be prioritized.

When should I begin my project, group, or program?
Projects can begin as early as April and should be completed by the
end of the calendar year. During this time, the Philadelphia Autism
Project will attend at least one event/activity to learn more about each
program. Some recipients may choose to continue group activities
after the funded project year. However, they will be responsible for
identifying additional funds to support the group/activity.

When are reports/summaries due?
A final report is due either at the end of the calendar year or beginning of the new
calendar year. The Philadelphia Autism Project will reach out to all seed award
recipients with additional information and a template for the report.

I’m an individual trying to create a group. Do I need to reside in Philadelphia?
Eligible applicants/organizations must be Philadelphia residents or Philadelphia-based organizations.

Can my group meet in the greater Philadelphia region?
The Philadelphia Autism Project is a city-funded initiative. All activities should take place in Philadelphia
and outreach should be targeted to Philadelphia residents.

I have materials I want to submit along with my request for funding.
Where do I send materials?
Application materials can be emailed to phillyap@drexel.edu or mailed to:
Philadelphia Autism Project
A.J. Drexel Autism Institute
3020 Market Street, Suite 560
Philadelphia, PA 19104

Can I preview my application before submitting it?
Our online submission platform does not have the ability to provide you with a preview of your application
before you submit. However, please feel free to reach out to us for a paper application. We can also provide
you with a copy of your completed application after submission.

Is there a maximum grant amount I can apply for?
The cap on individual seed awards varies from year to year and is dependent upon available funding. We also
take into consideration the needs of your project while awarding grants.

Can people outside of Philadelphia join the group?
The Philadelphia Autism Project will not screen participants for their residency for participation in your group.
If in the course of your program/project development, activities attract residents outside of Philadelphia,
we hope that they will be able to take what they have learned by participating in your group and consider
developing an activity or program in their region.

Can this be used for camp funds for my child?
These grants are for community wide support and therefore cannot be used for individual camp grants.
We encourage you to reach out to your local non-profit organization, local county resources and the
ASERT Collaborative to explore camp funding streams. For more information about ASERT, please visit
www.paautism.org, email info@paautism.org or call 1-877-231-4244.

How and when will I receive my grant?
Applicants will be notified by email about their funding status. Funded applicants will also receive a W-9 form
and an Agreement Form to complete. Once forms are completed and submitted, it can take up to a month to
mail the check to you. Therefore, we encourage you to complete the paperwork as soon as possible.

How will grant funds impact my social security, taxes, benefits?
The Philadelphia Autism Project is unable to guarantee the tax implications of issuing seed award checks
and unable to address questions related to taxes. If you have questions, we encourage you to contact a tax
professional and/or benefits specialist.

Who should I contact for questions?
Please feel free to reach out and learn more
about the Philadelphia Autism Project at:
(215) 571.3209 or (215) 571.3152
phillyap@drexel.edu
www.phillyautismproject.org/seed
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